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Rule/Regulation
Citation(s): 
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Description:

40 C.F.R. 60,
Subpart LLL
§ 60.640

Standards of Performance for Onshore Natural Gas Processing:  SO2 Emissions

Interpretation Request:

Is Title 40 Code of Federal Regulation (C.F.R.) Part 60, Subpart LLL applicable to a facility that is
processing natural gas by primarily removing carbon dioxide (CO2)?  The natural gas that is processed at
the facility only contains a small percentage of hydrogen sulfide (H2S); however, 40 C.F.R. Part 60,
Subpart LLL does not define sour natural gas.

Determination:

Each sweetening unit (process device that removes H2S and CO2 contents from sour natural gas) at facilities
that process natural gas are subject to the requirements of 40 C.F.R. Part 60, Subpart LLL.  A sour natural
gas stream is considered to be natural gas with a H2S concentration greater than 0.25 grains per 100
standard cubic feet.

It should be noted, Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (Tex. Admin. Code) § 101.1 defines sour gas as
“any natural gas containing more than 1.5 grains of hydrogen sulfide per 100 cubic feet, or more than
30 grains of total sulfur per 100 cubic feet.”  Therefore, the state and federal definitions of sour gas are
different.
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